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Paris public space 
and active mobility 

policy 



1. Shaping a bike ecosystem 

2. Building the first pedestrian policy 

3. Creating public spaces 

 



Context 



1960-1970s’ motto: “The city must adapt itself to cars” 
 

1980-1990s’ motto: “If Paris wants to drive, let’s do it!” 

Where we come from… 



Background 

Average NO2 concentration in 2017 



A paradigm shift 



Shaping a bike 
ecosystem 



Paris cycle plan 2015-2020 
Paris cycle plan 2015-2020 



Paris cycle plan 2015-2020 



Cycle Express Network - rue de Rivoli  



Cycle Express Network – Champs Elysées 



Cycle Express Network – rue d’Aubervilliers 



Bike lanes 



Contraflow bike lanes 

Rue des Petites Ecuries 



Parking amenities 



Right to go through a red light in some cases in order to turn right or go straight  
7 000 advanced stop lines (bike boxes)  
 

Traffic code amendments 



The Velib Experience 
2017 : launch Velib 2 

30% of electric assist bikes 
Expansion to 38 new metropolitan territories   



Foster bike culture 



Targeting the children 



Co-constructed policies  



Support (from?) the associations 



If you build them, they will come 



Building the first pedestrian policy 



Enlarging sidewalks 



Crossing the Ring 
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Marking out the ways 



Creating public spaces 



Bringing back the Seine riverbanks 



Bringing back the Seine riverbanks 



The bicycle plan Bringing back the Seine riverbanks 



Transforming major squares 



Promenades 

Crédit photos: Christophe Belin 

Transforming small squares and promenades 



Incentiving new uses 



Promoting diversity of activities and practices on the street 



Sharing public space through time 



Sharing public space through time 

Champs Elysées without 
cars, one Sunday a month 



Car free day 


